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THE BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 
OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE U. S. A. 


156 FIFTH AVENUE 
NEW YORK 


OFFICE OF SECRETARY THE CENTENNIAL YEAR 


July 9, 1937 
et (dict. July 7) 


The Rev. Stewart M. Robinson, D. D., 
The Presbyterian, 

1217 Market Street, 

Philadelphia, pennsylvania. 


My dear Stewart; 


I am sorry to have been delayed in answering your létter of 
June 14, but I have been going to and fro among the Synods, and we are 
shorthanded here just now so that I have to look after some other work 
besides my own. 


I shall be glad to look forward to the possibility of writing blow 
for you in the future if I can get other duties cleared that will be 
pressing for some months. I do have some ideas that I want to set 
forth some time with regard to the size of our Assembly and also with 
regard to the present provisions of our Constitution in the matter of 
Amendment. I think that we are very far from democracy and equity in 
the matter when a small presbytery with three or four members carries the 
same weight in determining the most important questions in the Church that 
is carried by a Presbytery like Pittsburgh or Chicago. I think that the 
United Presbyterians have a much better provision in their Constitution. 

We had taken care of this inequity in the Plan of Union of our Church with 
the United Presbyterians, which was overwhelmingly approved by our Church 
but failed by a small majority in the United Presbyterian Church. [I think 
that a study needs to be made some time also of the phrase "System of 
Doctrine," both as to its origin and history and its meaning. I have been 
gathering material on this for some years. Another matter to which thought 
needs to be given is the importance of adherence to the First Chapter of the 
Confession of Faith as understood by the Westminster Assembly Divines them- 
selves. That is a glorious chapter, and we have been in danger in recent 
years both of reading things out of it and of reading things into it. 


Some time when you are in the city I wish that you would stop in. 
I should like to have an opportunity of correcting some errors which 
evidently prevail in the minds of some of our good men with regard to the 
extent to which rotation in Boards of Directors is wise and also as to the 


real law of the Church in the matter. 


Please be sure to remember me to your father when you see him this 
summer. 
Very cordially yours, 


RES: AMW 


1837——THE CENTENNIAL—A CONSECRATION, NOT MERELY A CELEBRATION—1937 


OTTAWA, 13th July, 1937. 


Dear Mr. Robinson, 

In the absence of Mr. Redfern, who is 
with the Governor General in Western Canada, 1 am acknow- 
ledging your letter of the 8th instant. The item from 
the life of General Jackson, which accompanied it, has 
been forwarded to His Excellency. 


Yours sincerely, 


Assistant Secretary to the Governor 


Generale 


Stewart M. Robinson, Esq., 
The Presbyterian, 
1217 Market Street, 


Philadelphia, Penna.e, U.S.Ae 
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SUDAN INTERIOR WISSrION 
Adiis Ababa 

Ethiopia | , 

July 22, 1937 


<4 | 


Bear Frionds averiirhere: 


This! Letter is an attempt, fer tho henefit ef some ef you who havo 

aes heard frem us“for along time, to review brisfly afew of tho principal events 
im eur lives during. the time since I'returned te Ethiopia in September, 1935, and 
te bring the record up to date fcr. thowe who have had moro recont lettarg, Perpaps 
‘@ geod starting point ig our wedding. My bachelar days happily ended when on Jot~- 
ebor llth, 1935, Botethea Kuehnar became kirs. Clarexca Buff. We trekked on herse~ 
baoh and by mule caravan two duys west from Addis Ababa for a delightful honeymoon 
ef two weeks campitig beside e lovely waterfall near the iittle village af Helotta. 
“Since that. we havo’ "lived happily over after." 2: ore 


Just’after the plans fer ‘eur wedding hud beon mude naws came that 
the war which had béen threatening so long had actuully broken out, but we decided 
that we would te married anyway, eren though conditions might neves ssitate separa- 
tien fer a time. Attually, though I volunteered for Red Cross service and several 
times was about te Leave for some ether lecality, something always hiniered my 
going, and it was se ordered that Iwas not away fer mers then a~few day. Dora, 
as treasurer and bookkeeper of the Mission, was kept busy at Headquarters. Since 
Dr. Lambie's time: wes largely taken. up. with Red: Cross work, he asked Glon Cain and 
me to act as his deputies in the. direction of the regular’ mission work, Mr. Cain 
in visiting ths intetigr stations anil me t¢ werk at Headquarters in Addis Ababas 
Beside this work, Bora and < want into the city on Sunlays for several. months fer 
meetings in twe different ‘places with native children. Rumors of all gerts were 
constantly heard in those days, but in general our missiouaries here and in the 
interior carried on*their work #58 usual ond with some very encouraging result. 
A’smell Red Cress unit was formed from our missionaries to work on ereal ean eaves 

front, while a few Gthers treated the ic cyarhoi in the iad gh 


In Fébruary, 1936, the progress of his war’in the aowtt mage it. 
‘Agsen necassary to recall the women ‘and children from the! Sidamo area, but Lire 
fitchell returned to stay at Yerga Alem with Tom Revers. These two men were 
Magsacored by Arussi. Gaile May 9th, 1936; whils: attempting to reach their loved ones 
in Addis Ababa afta> they had heard’ of the riots here ’ All the other: interior. - 
gtatiens were occupied until after the Ttalian army. had entered Addis Ababa, end” 
mos’ of them until’ apeere the poer anes had shes ache oon Teepeotive prowineeRy 6 4 
Y Or Apa the situation here in Addis Abeba’ grew more and more --" 
tenge. The first Italian plane had.flown very high over the eity on March 6th, 
but during April we had many visits from them. Actually: they nevar bombed, but 
ag no one knew whether they might or not’ they ok Saiki a considerable excitement, 
#d our big dugout Was & popular place for many of our neighbors aa well as fer 
p missionaries on“o¢casion. Communications with our interior stations were 
- much interrupted, and from some we hai had no word oe month ge 


 .. 
% ee The record of the sudden and unexpected Plight of the Empsror 
Haile Silagi in the early hours of May 2nd and of the fateful four dayw that 
followed beforo the arrival in Addis Ababa of the Italian forces hag become his~ 
tory, most of which wo do not need to repeut herd.’ No ono over imagined that 
‘‘anything like this would happens but. the possibility of a general breaking up of 


4 
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publio erder had baen faced long in advance by tho raprésontatives of the different 
gevernments end plans had boan made for the proteotion of their nationals. Arrange- 
manta had been mafe for the uccommedation of Dritish ani 'merioqans at the British 
Legutien, and we had all been .dvised thit we might go there in cuse of omorgnoy. 
When the Italisn army was reported to bo wearing Adcis our missionueriern here and at 
the Loprosarium gathored together to disouss whet we should de should there Le a 
battle or ether treublo, and unanimougly decided that we should not take tho offered 
protection, but quietly stay at cur posts trusting ‘ud for protection. ‘thom it wag 
suggestod that the women might go to the Lagation they one and all hytly rejected 
tha propesitien. 


I shall not go into detail, but would like to state a fow of the 
reagenug that lod un te thie decisian. First of all we felt that we gheuld@ most hLener 
God by trueting ourselves more noarly ontirely to Mie care. Then had we gone we 
eheuld have had to leavo native sorvants to care for cur houses and muyk of our govda, 
awl their lives would havo boon ondengored evon more in eur axbsonse whilo eur ew 
woull have been in comparative safety, ani it seemed to us thet this weuldi bo a peer 
testimony to the native Christians of our faith in Sed. Hesijes it syomei doubtful, 
asp was afterward proved by tho experienes cf ethers, it mueh that wo owmod would reo 
main if we wont eway iu a timo of trouble. it one of us has over regreted this 
decigion, though the naturo of the trzal wie vory differcut from unything wo h.d 
thought of. Jor four days and nights thero wag almost constant shooting, moat of it 
into the air, with tho vossibility that at almost any timo ther: might bs en attack 
on our premises, several times actual threats being made. To the yruisy of God wo 
were breught threuga wit?.cut any casualties. or withcut having to inflict any, and 
net ea thing was lest oxsept throo vr four old mulos which, with all eur horseg,; had 
taeon feelisaly let out in tho pasture ani naturally became the object of a small 
hattle betwoen soma pessorsby emt our sorvents. The same was trus at the Leprosar- 
dum. As fur the general havoc wrought in the sity, later gpreading on southward, I 
need not toll you. 

Of the next few months I can write but little, excupt to sey that 
most of eur theught and effort was expunded on the problem af gotting into vemmuni- 
ixyation with our interiesr stations, trying to send them supries, seeliing to make 
arrangements for the relief of some who were in narticuler janger (there were none 
whe wero net in considerable danger), and leter welcoming with great relief and joy 
those who wore able to make their way back to the carital. As an illustratien of 
conditions, we revcivyed our first letters from cur migsionarinw in Jalamo Septaaber 
Lith, having subsistod till then largely on rumours concorming thoir welfars, while 
letters from the Kambata missivnarios, my old colloaguos, did not arrive till Neyv- 
emoer 3rd. After the looting of their huuses they had besn five menthe living in 
the homes of friendly natives with practically no cluthes except those on their bavks, 
nc food except that which the country provided, and no beds excent the oarth floor 
ef a hut, with inter-tribal war raging all about them and necessitating thoir moving 
from time to time to avoid the raids of unfriendly tribes. God graciously >reserved 
their lives in the midst of difficulties and dangers that fev of ue arse over called 
upon ty geo throughe ive did net see fit to allow us to gv through them with them, 
but how we did prddse Him when our many prayers were answered and our suspense ro- 
lieved by their lotters saying thoy wors safo in “‘lolemo. 

Lambie 

On August 2let Lr. ond Mrs. /left for Amoricn, leaving lr. Cain and 
me in chargo of the work on the fioli. Thrcugh the courtesy of tho Italian military 
authcritics sevoral of our missionaries who were ill or were long overduo for furlough 
cume to Addis Ababa. . On Lecember 2nd we were notified by the guthoritics thet a 
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decrae had boon issued by the Vivoroy expropriating all cur property in Addig 
Ababa, ieee. “eadquarters" and the Levrosarium. Some months lator another deoree 
was issued exproprieting all our interior stations as well. Through une oircum- 
stanee ani another. our missienaries were gradually required to leave their stutions 
until all our interior stations were vacated, the last missionaries te arrive in’ 
Adiis Ababa being Valter Ohman and his wife, on April 28th of this year, not quite 
a year from the Italian occupation of Aldis Ababe. Thenees thero wero sixty-one 
miselenaries of the Sudan Interior liission in thirteon statiens. in Ithiepia at the 
"slese of tho war", there are new but twenty-seven, and all in Addis Ababa. WNover- 
theless the work of the Lord still goes onp, Our hearts have becn gladdcnod by word 
of much »lessing in some of our older fielts, and by csntact from tine to time with 
believers who have ceme to Addis Ababa for a little time, while the work here (in 
Adjiia Ababa) has never hell such prospect of vital results. 


Karly in January, under lir. Cain's direction,'the believors here | 

held two weel:s of special evangelistic meetings whivh were greatly blessed of God 

aud resultcd in somo twonty mon and women dofinitoly confcssing thoir faith in | 

Christ as thoir Saviour. Since thon soveral ethcers have tocn addod to the number 

and most ef thom, with those who had fermerly believed, attend a class twice a week 

for instruction. There is the nucleus of a strong native church in this neighbur- 

hoed. Since lire. Gain left on June llth I have been teaching these classes. liiss 

Smartt teeches the women sevaratoly enco a wook, whilo sovoral ef tho young ladies 

do a considerable amount of calling , otc. in the hemus. 


Mr. 2 lrs. Cuin, with ir. & Mrs. Ohmen and twe others, went in June 
to Khartoum to vrepars the way fur the new work which our liissien is taking up 
among gome.of the pagan tribes along the Ethiovian bordor in the Anglo-Ugyptien 
Sujan. Somo ef thuso who are unable to return tu Ethiovix will doubtless be going 
te that field. 


Dora and I, with lr. Lewis, were in Jimma from May 22nd to 28th te 
vome to an agreomony with the local autherities concerniug the value of ell eur 
Mission proverty in the scuthern aroa. ‘hile the errand on which we were sent was 
not a happy owo, yest this little time im the interior preved to be a delightful vaca- 
ticn fer us; thy. first vacation of any account since eur henvymeen as well ag. an 
oppertunity of seeing the Christians in Jimma. ‘Je were the guests of the Italian 
Gevernmont, talon and brought beck in... military plane (our first ride in the wir), 
entertained at their expenge, and showm every kindnos:. Latur we were askod te ge 
to Bebra Marcos and Gondar to make ojtimates of our housos in the merth, and actually 
flew one merning almost to the Blue Nile, but were turned back by feg and have net 
been sble te go pinoe. 


In my attompt te vover toe much ground I havo not becn abla ta insludo 
many things about which I vould like to -rite. Sone thinge are almest teo gad to 
write even if I could. Otiuers aro very bright; and I wish that I might ts1l yeu ef 
meetings with old friends from the south, ef the »rogresy of this one and that in the 
Christian life, of new-born believers and their joy, andi also much more of eur own 
porsenal hapdiness. Decrees notwithstanding we are still carrying on and ars assurvd 
that we shail de so until God's work for us here is finished for a time at least. The 
grace of God hag abounded toward us. Thore are serious >preblems. Fray for us. And Se... 
if you can spure us tine for a letter we shall be mighty hajpoy. Dern has h.lvud mo at) 
get this letter off te yeu and joins me in lovo to yeu all. ra 


Ab eelW Bap) 


Westminster Chapel 


CONGREGATIONAL. 


TELEPHONE: BUCKINGHAM GATE, 
VICTORIA 1731. LONDON, S.W.1. 


July 26th .1937. 


Rev Stewart M.Robinson. D.D. 

Second Presbyterian Church. 
Hast Jersey St nor Broad. 
Klizabeth. N.J. 


My dear Dr Robinson, 


I am back home, and have before me your 
letter of June 28th. 


I confess that I hardly know what to say to 
you about the proposition that you make. I presume that such 
a volume might be possible. Whether it would be of any value 
I do not know. It would certainly be a medley with such a 
mixture as you refer to in your list of possibilities. of 
course Miss Howell, who has a file record of all my work, is the 
only one who could be of any help in gathering things together. 
Then it seems to me they could not be published save as they 
passed under my review for editorship. For instance, by that 
I mean you speak of having somewhich appeared in the "Christian 
World Pulpit". Now those so appearing I never had the chance of 
going through. The method of that publication is that of send- 
ing a reporter, and taking something down and printing without 
by~your-leave ! 


Having said so much, I think perhaps you 
would care to think the thing through, and write me again. I may 
say however that if such a thing was done, my ow view is Revell 
would be the best publisher for it. 


It was a great joy to both of us to see you 
and "Queen Anne”™ once more, and I shall hope that you will be 
visiting England before too long. Personally my present feeling 
is that I have certainly paid my last visit to the States. 

With love to both of you, 


ver yours, 


